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RANDOM NOTES. 



fN the way of tablecloths, a new idea lately intro- 
duced, is a fine ribbed velvet or corduroy plush 
in mouse green or dark tones, the border worked 
In a bold conventional design with a coarse four- 
stranded make of wool called tapestry, easily car- 
ried out and most effective when done. The 
design beaded by a broad rope-like pattern in 
gold and brown wools and filoselle, consists of 
conventional foliated leaves in grays, toning to 
white, and shaded to red and yellow conventional 
leaves. This need only be hemmed at the edge, 
being itself sufiQcient bordering. 
Quite another kind is a tussore silk table cover of the usual 
shade, worked in a conventional design of green leaves and skele- 
ton leaves veined with gold, and conventional flowers in blues 



one. A few hours' work will do a Avhole toilet set of mats with 
the nightgown case, the result when completed being eminently 
satisfactory. 

Tiny little sabots for hanging up or resting on the table are 
now colored with enamelled colors in pink, green, etc., and filled 
in as pincushions. 

Raised butterflies for decorative fancy work may be made of 
satin ribbon and feathers in the following manner : Make a long 
narrow body of cotton wool, stiffened with cap wire, dip this 
' body into a strong gum and then into ground rice.^ Cut out 
the shape of four wings in cardboard, fix wires to the centers of 
these at the underneath part of the wings and run the wires 
through the body to fix the wings on firmly. Cover the wings 
with a few soft feathers and cut bright bits of satin oat into 
spots and marks and glue them on to the feathers. 

Suggested by the Skakespearian bracelet, silversmiths have 
set to work making poet bands in white and blackened silver. 
The buyer makes out a list of favorite lines from wise and witty 
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and reds always with the intermixture of gold. This can be 
carried out in fine Oriental silk or filoselle shaded, the stalks 
composed of twenty or more strands of silk laid on the surface 
and caught down at intervals. French knots are also introduced 
into these patterns. 

People who like quick work will be glad to hear of another 
novelty in nightgown cases and dressing table mats. Cream 
colored satin cloth and other varieties of washing stufl's are made 
up and fringed, then a pattern is printed round them of conven- 
tional leaves and flowers forming an excellent border in greenish 
brown tones. All that is necessary is to outline this with yellow 
silk in Russian stitch, veining the leaves with red; the printed 
pattern is quite visible, and the combination of colors is a happy 



men, which is sent to the jeweller to be cut in silver, each 
selection calling for a bracelet. By way of study and wager and 
thought, a miscellany of favorite extracts have been brought out 
in oxydized silver which are sure to be popular with young and 
sentimental ladies. 

In the south of Europe gourds are frequently converted into 
drinking vessels, powder-horns, cups, bowls, etc. The surface is 
decorated in various ways, the bottle and pear-shaped varieties 
being the most used for that purpose. There are in this country 
several varieties of gourds which would serve for decorative pur- 
poses quite as well as those grown abroad if peqple would learn 
that what they have at home is frequently quite as good if not 
better than the imported article. When the gourds are per- 
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fectly ripe, those of a suitable shape and without blemish should 
be selected and the outer skin scraped off. They must then be 
dried either in the sun or in a gently heated oven, being placed 
on a wooden board or tin tray which has been covered with a 
layer of sand. During the drying process the position of the 
gourds should be frequently altered. When thoroughly dry the 
seeds and the core may be shaken out through a small hole on 
the top or removed with a wire loop. The gourds are then 
ready for surface ornamentation which may be done in a variety 
of ways. 

The papier mache skeletons which look as though they had 
been whitewashed, are grotesque ornaments for the library or 
drawing room. /To add to their grotesqueness some of them 
dangle a baby skeleton from one outstretched hand, or another 
may hold a banjo in corect position. 

The latest bone plates are crescent shaped to fit the curve of 
the dinner plate, and are found in a great variety of china and 
Japanese ware. . . 

Moorish rush chairs are large, rather clumsy, but comfortable 
looking chairs, 
which may be 
used in the 
library or on 
the piazza, but 
are especially 
suitable for 
summer cot- 
tages. 

Mountmel- 
lick work is 
done with 
coarse Irish 
embroidery 
cotton, white 
or red, on a 
white ground 
for quilts, with 
finer cotton for 
lighter articles 
It takes its 
name from the 
convent where 
it was first 
made. It is 
delightfhl 
work as in- 
genuity is re- 
quired to vary 
the stitches. 
The principal 
ones used are 
the Trafalgar 
chain, twisted 
long stitch, 
feather stitch, 
button hole 
stitch, open 
and half chain 
stitches. Plain 
linen drill, 
such as is used 
sometimes for 
sheeting, is 
good material 
upon which to 
work it as this 
makes very 
pretty tray 
cloths, carving 
cloths, etc.,*etc. 

A small 
w h e e Ibarrow 
makes a novel 
cigarette stand 
It may be mod- 
elled of stiff cardboard, either painted or covered with embroid- 
ered or antique material and lined with satin. 

A ladder for curios is made of enameled wood, ornamented 
with ribbon bows ; the rungs are flat on top that the ornaments 
may stand securely. 

Bamboo cMirs and low seats for two are covered with plain 
cream colored or cream and red checked matting. The tops and 
shelves of bamboo stands are also covered with matting. 

Tiny bronze gongs hung in a rustic arbor are among the 
newest table bells., Chimes of gongs from three to eight in 
number are dinner bell novelties. 

A long bamboo pole set in a framework of wood, with half 
a dozen or more pegs fastened at intervals near the top makes a 
convenient and inexpensive hatrack. 

The gorgeous mountain ash berries may be kept a thing of 
beauty all winter if tied in bunches and hung up with the ber- 
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ries down. They should be soaked in water twenty-four hours 
before they are used. Some think them improved by being 
painted over with a solution of scarlet sealing wax. 

From time immemorial women have had their work baskets, 
now there are some for men, but they are not intended for 
needlework. They are an adaptation of the baskets used in 
lawyers' and public offices, the size of foolscap, lined with leather 
and supplied with scissors, paper knife, ink, pincushion, pen- 
wiper, etc., all ready for the opening and classifying the morn- 
ing's letters. Things are made so easy nowadays for some men 
that they almost do themselves. 

A basket to hang against the wall by ribbons is made of a 
palm leaf fan. The edges are bent together and are button- 
holed over either with chenille or gold cord, begining at the 
handle, to half the depth, the rest is allowed to open which 
makes something resembling a cornucopia. 

A beautiful decoration for a wide open doorway is a pulley 
and two square bowls of Ledji ware. Across the center of each 
bowl is a bar to which is fastened the heavy silk cord which 

runs over the 
pulley and al- 
lows them to 
be raised and 
lowered at 
pi e a s u r e . 
These bowls 
may be filled 
with cut flow- 
ers or growing 
plants and 
trailing vines 
which contrast 
well with the 
pale green and 
white of the 
Ledji ware. 

Anatolia 
curtains are 
exceedingpret- 
ty and inex- 
pensive. They 
are cotton, in 
cream and de- 
licate colorings 
with plain and 
crinkled 
stripes alter- 
nating. They 
are bordered 
with a white 
cotton netted 
fringe which 
is wrought in 
Vandykes, the 
interval be- 
tween being 
filled with cord 
and tassels. 
Bed covers 
and yard and 
a half strips 
for shams are 
found in the 
same material. 
The curtains 
are ten feet 
long and cost 
only four dol- 
lars, and the 
fringe hand- 
made at that. 
The blue 
and white 
Haw thorn 
ware is showy, 





and inexpensive ; the jars and bowls 
make unique receptacles for flowers. 
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NO MOEE CREDITABI^ WOBK. 

{From the Kiw York lleralJ^ Fept. 25.) 
The Decorator AND Fuknisuer, with this number, completes Its fourteenth 
volume, and truly no more creditable work can be placed in the hands of artists 
and decorators, either professional or amateur, while for all lovers of artistic 
^home ornamentation or families furnishing or refurnishing their residences no 
periodical occupies the advanced and instructive position of this useful magazine. 
The contents of the current number include illustrated articles on decoration, 
china painting, designing, fans, transparent painting on glass, "The Library 
and Hall" and Majolica ware. 
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